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Organisation

ALL tertiary education in the U.S.S.R. is controlled by the
Ministry for .Higher Education.1 This Ministry is directly
responsible to the Council of Ministers, although it has
in fact two masters: this Council and the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. The Ministry has power
over institutes of higher training (known in Russia as
VUZ's, Vysskie Uchebnie Zavedenia). It prescribes courses
of study from philosophy to textile production* It approves
the appointment of professors from Riga to Samarkand.
It arranges for the supply of all requirements from spectro-
scopes to text-books. It dismisses unsatisfactory teachers
and rewards good students with bursaries. It draws up
an annual budget which exceeds 3,000 million roubles and
it is responsible for the five-year plan for higher education.
To support it in this gargantuan task the Ministry has a
large staff organised into twenty departments. The
Minister is S. V. Kaftanov. He has power even to over-
ride the views of his Ministry, and is subject only to
the Council of Ministers. Kaftanov is one of the
great men in the Soviet Union. He is so much in official
favour that he had a place on the platform of Lenin's

1 This Ministry was created in April 1946.   It was formerly knewa
as the All Union Committee for Higher Education.
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